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T he new editors of the j ou rnal of b'lVestigatil)e Dermatol-ogy want to thank Bill Weston, Clark Huff, Lela Lee, and especially David Norris , the Editor, for handing us the JID after five years of very fine stewardship. In addition, we want to acknowledge the work of the 
SID committee, which worked behind the scenes to renew the 
mutually beneficial contract, which began in J anuary of 1991, with 
our publisher, Elsevi~r Science Publis~ing Co., Inc .. With regard to 
quality, the JID cont1l1ues to be the primary Journal 111 dermatology 
as measured by its impact factor - nearly twice that of any other 
dermatology journal. With respect to quantity, under David Norris 
as Editor the JID now publishes about 30% more pages than five 
years ago (with no increase in the percentage of accepted papers) 
including original reports, reviews, letters to the editor, and supple-
ments. The JID continues to be the pre-eminent journal for cutane-
ous researchers, not only in the U .S., but throughout the world, a 
situation made possible by its contributors, many of whom are mem-
bers of the Society for Investigative Dermatology and the Europe.a n 
Society for Dermatological Research. In the last two years the 
ESDR has sponsored JID subscriptions for Eastern European depart-
ments, and the ESDR now sponsors subscriptions for over 50 such 
departments of dermatology. 
David Norris' ability to maintain and expand the JID also re-
quired the work of cons~ientious reviewers and Associa~e Editors. 
His expansion of the ~dltorlal Board to 21. ASSOCIate Edlto~s and a 
European Chief ASSOCiate EdItor brought 111 more basIc SCientists, 
expanded the role of the pD as a journal for skin biologi~t~, and 
further emphasized the partIcIpatIOn of Europeans. The addItion of 
the words, "A journal for research in cutaneous biology," to the lID 
title also reinforced this message. Involvement of the ESDR has 
increased, as have contributions of its members. In 1991 the lID 
published papers of authors from 31 countries. Time to publication 
has been reduced substantially, especially for articles considered to 
be of unusual interest. Although the new editors' primary effort will 
be to maintain this trend and to keep the JID at its current level of 
excellence, we begin our term with some changes, both in form and 
in substance. 
The change in appearance of the JID is modest but may pique the 
curiosity of some potential readers and also offers contributors the 
possibility of having their work featured on the cover, because the 
cover photograph will change with each issue. Second, we are fortu-
nate to have the assistance of a skilled and widely recognized interna-
tional group of new Associate Editors including both bas ic and 
clinician scientists. Third, we have created a new group, the Edito-
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rial Board, to serve as reviewers in order to increase the effi ciency 
and speed of the review process and to recruit papers from a broader 
group of investigators. This group includes many basic scientists 
and a broad international membership, including investigators from 
Austria, Denmark, France, Germany, Switzerland, The United 
Kingdom, and, for the first time, Canada, Finland, Italy,Japan, The 
Netherlands, and Sweden, underscoring the international scope and 
readership of the JID. We will continue to request reviews as well 
from other contributors to the JID. We will try to continue the 
reduction in time in review carried ou t by Dr. N orris by giving 
attention to prompt reviews and by increasing the use of fax in 
reviewing. 
W e wish to address the somewhat paradoxical fact that the more 
authoritative and excellent the lID becomes, the less many of its 
articles are accessible to a general readership. Such readers include 
clinicians and clinical trainees, who may be interested in knowing 
what is new in the world of research, and who want to support 
dermatologic research and desire some familiarity with it, as well as 
researchers unfamiliar with the subject areas of some articles. In-
deed, because of the enormous range of work covered by skin biol-
ogy (see the fi rs t paragraph of "Iriformatioll Jo r Authors," where we 
have tried to enumerate the major categories) and the technical 
complexity of the work being reported, there is an increasing need 
for brief reviews and summaries. We will try to approach this prob-
lem by making brief review articles a feature and by publishing 
more reviews as well as by continuing to publish " In this 
issue . . . " and summaries of important scientific meetings. In 
addition to publishing the yearly symposia on the Biology of the 
Skin (the "Salishan meetings," which in the future will be held in 
Colorado), efforts are under way to publish papers from the C lini-
cally Orientated Symposia, a European research meeting on the 
scientific basis of skin disease. Although our first priority is the 
publication of original work, we intend to publish a mixture of 
original work and reviews in order,to make the JID interesting and 
valuable to a wide readership. We encourage readers to send sugges-
tions, letters on scientific matters, brief reviews, and , most impor-
tantl y, your best work to the JID. 
The history of the Society and the chronicling of the growth of 
the lID are excellently documented in an interesting issue of the 
JID, the 50th anniversary supplement of April, 1989. Our major 
effort will be to carry on this work of the 54 years since the estab-
lishment of the JID. 
" Plus <;a change, plus c'est la meme chose." - Alphonse Karr 
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